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Hanks  Family 


Hampshire  County 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


,  t^^^^^^:;^^^(fr^  ^u^,ft-fi^^^^->^/  ^^jf^'Zy^^'^^Z^ 


Your  letter  givea  fsa  irnxo';  eaco^jxagi^isnt 
that  thf:  prr-bleun  vhiou  aac  b-'  n  I'-ft  v.r,3Clrsd  by  cv^rf 
Lli-voclij  Ulograpliaje  ic  about  to  \?.r„fold. 

After  revitT^4^>■^  the  Xists  of  haade  of  fe-dliea  in  the 
first  C0noxi«>tti«  Josepl;  entry  Xrora  Iiaa^ahir'^  Ooiiiity 

?^6Bt  V"^«  oprfi  a  la    to  ffie       ths  prob.abXa  souroa  of  Tim-iy 
Hank«% , Adoo/'dinRly  I  vfjutr.  to    t.]\6  County  Olerls^a-t  that  t-ina 
C.l'^Hi<j,r*ec,rind  xccfeivsd  thr>  roll  owing  r?*ply  to  nay  vitaeftloa 
gyj  to  of  nvt  th',  yjcordi*  -Ksro  intrujt  : ^IV^i^  to 

p3*^3sant  tiiita^all  ^^'ille  aif^d  jfeedp  -.drite  baok  a«J  fa.r  a»  3.749^ 
I  feav^>  nav!?r  h.\d  th'>  ppposft-jiiltjrjhcyt'rav^rf  to  viuit,  Il£^>6bii?® 

a  oouplrj  of  t.l/:iyc  OTor  tiiBre, 

I  shall  be  gla-  *g  c'.-vco  >.;ii.t'\  yon  r?^y  e^petise  to 
'^hioh  yuu  niay  be  pMt»  in  i-earchlii^*  for  thcce  recordG,  and 
wish  tlif'.t  I  had  the  tir.e  <ind  msririj  to  (^o  orr.T  the  record?, 
v^lth  you. 

You  ^-^i-ll  rind  «.nclor«:^i.  i-  phot.O£:rqph  v^hioh  X  took  in 
the  ii^ioXia  County  Court    Tiou^e  o.f  r,  rv'\rrlP4^;a  bond  ish.ov/ing 
the  npalling  of  the  nanie  '?/hif?h  JCr®.  I^itchcoofc  oa21o  II^-r.ks« 
fie  gl;i:iiatnr0n  do  ToaIc  liks  John  luaiks  and  Joalxua  Hawks  but 

I  a©  oonvinoed  they  ear  both  Harrfc-s, 


'^('^0^*4^  d^nviwUj  V^c^c- .  f^A*-*^*-*—    <$AhM^*  (^^i^^tw^y^  ^  ^^^*w^cl— 


^^^^  '^X^t^U^  - 


Deoember  3,1933 


Mr. Curtis  Chapjielear 
Delaplane,Va, 

Dear  Mr  .C'nappelear:•• 
I  have  juat  returnad  '^rom  a  fe^r  days 
spent  in  0h±oi^f?:o,^-?here  I  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting 
the  Durrett  Gollextion  in  Ghioago  University.  I  found 
sone  valuable  cntriQO  V^ere  bearing  inlireotly  on  our  VTOt; 
problem, but  still  leaving  the  question  of  the  paternity 
of  Kancy  Hanka  unoolved. 

There  is  a  tradition  cur -ent  vrhioh  affirms  that 
Nanoy  Hanks  is  the  daughter  of  one  txiot-  Hanka  and  that 
Hanoy  was  an  illiritiwate  ohild, There  io  alBO  another 
tradition  that  makee  Luoy  the  sisters  of  Eliz;abet-.h, 
Polly, and  Nancy  Hank©.  Theoe  last  three  v?ere  d-nghtera 
of  Joaeph  Hanks. There  Ib  no  public  document , how ever, 
that  affirms  the  mternlty  of  Nanoy, or  the  relation  of 
Lucy  to  the  three  Hanke  oiaters.and  I  have  found  that 
traditions  are  worthless  unless  affirmed  by  athorative 
records , 

There  haa  recently  been  etreoted    in  North  Carolina 
a  bronze  tablet  in  memory  of  the  parentB  of  Nancy  Hrmks 
who  lived  there, and  who  became  the  mother  of  Preoident  Linaol 
Iiinooln.  The  fatheifc  n?*iae  was  Dinny  ,1  do  not  remember  the 
mothere  name, You  o?in  see  the  absolute  neooesBity  of 
MSfffglNeriouBly  no  tradition  until  it  agrees  with  publis 
docussenta. 

Iwill  try  and  -mewsr  the  questions  which  you  ask 
and  offer  some  other  infcriaation  that  might  give  you  a 
clue, 

THOMAS  SPARRO':?  -  married  Elizabeth  Hanks  in  1796  five 
yeara  after  Lucy  Hanks  married  Henry  Sprirrow. 
Thomas  lived  in  Meroer  Goimty  three  yearn  and 
later  laoved  to  Hardin  County  near  the  place  where 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  born. 

RICHARD  BERRY  -Tlirre  are  three  of  them( three  generationn) 
living  in  "Jaahington  Cotrnty  tfhen  Nancy  Hanka  lived 
there.  It  wao  the  Richard  of  the  second  generation 
that  signed  the  marriage  bond  of  Thornao  Lincoln  and 
Nancy  Hanks  aa^gardin"  not  John  H, Parrot  who  was 
on  the  bond  as  Coimty  Clerk.  The  older  Richard  was 
dead  by  tlie  time.  Nancy  was  married. and  the  younger 
Richard  was  not  old  enough  to  act  afj  a  guardian.^ 


May  2^.,  1934 


l^r .Curt ill?  c:-iapp0lear 

i: 

Ify  dear  'Mr  Cliappslefir:**- 

I  Vr.vo  your  last  lettcjr 
he  fox  o  J*?  and  have  aloo  rsvl€«?(5d    previow  corre^ 

pondeiiooj  vj-hiali  wo  have  had  relatli^c  to  the  nanka 

I  9^  nore  er.alin-'-il  t};-;m  ©ver  to  bol&tve 
that  yO'M  --r-  in  the    center  of  the  terltory  '.mere 
the  Be r # Tlior^oon , Il'mks  and  3p^rro*r  Fji«niilie:i  re.:ddad 
in  Virginia. 

ITar?ipahlor  Coi.-nty  ^emn  to  rse  to  be  the  psofjt 
liable  to  produce  rmwlta,  ^Ivc^re  Id  one  other  fasily 
that  Beate5>  to  havr^  been  '^^onr.e'3te^l  r^^'-jith- both  tbe  B*^'3^?^y 
m  Sparrow  fatnilles,thc  r.atnc  Ir.  Bo"?lin^Bc^?ling  or  Bolin. 
JnBQQ  lu  the  saimam  mo«.t  frequently  found. 

I  do  not  thimk  it  -  'onld  of  any  advantage  to 
tr'ioe  any  of  the  famil?--^  b-^^rrb  cf  1785  «l9  all  thon© 
wh^ch  aij^ated  to  Ker» ti^oky  -••t?.-'.  nonn-^eted  vrlth  the 

tlnccln  r.nd  H-onkn  fn^nlllesi  .w-ye    h»r@  by  that  tisce. 

We  f-3iioul<l  'ko^-p  b^ifore  xxr,  in  this  reeenrch  the 
value  of  the  contribution  ^e  ^dll  be  b'-^  ^-ble  to  mke 
to  tineoln  Illotory  If  v-k  are  rnsc^a??- f i_l  .tB  our  qiieot, 

imt 

iVt  prsBont  t'mve  Xb  one  patenr'A  line  of  the 
Abraham  Linaoln  traeable  .We  kno-r  but  one  of  the  four 
grandparents, Gr-mdfather  Lin^-soln  .We  do  kno??  tliat 
Grandfather  Lincoln  left  a  vridor:  by  t'     -n^m^  of 
Beraheba  but  v/o  do  not  ImO"^'  her  laot  name, exo opt  tra^'^on". 
ditionally.7e  do  not  know  that  Ber'3haba^;ai  tho  mother 
of  Thonaaa  Lincoln.  We  luive  no  doeuF^cntarif  avi'.ienoe 
whatever  Tfhioh  i-^ill  allo'^  ue  to  fjpeak  with  any 
autiiority  a-^.  to  wTiy  -^mo  parental  of  HancyM- nk?3  tr-re. 

The-«.e  facta  ehould  mkfj  xn  exert  eT-Ji-y  effort  to 
make  the  dieooverieo,  and  I  beleive  wo  r^ill  be  auoceaeful. 
1  ehall  be  with  the  Draper  Collection  In  Wieconf-jin  ^Tniv. 
and  the  Durrett  Oolleotion  in  Ohieapio    next  ynonth  and 
I  rmtioii^ate  finJ-ing  nometh.ing  of  value  thr^re. 

I  Tmpe  that  the  road  eondltlonn  vrj 
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"Xx/^  {^/H/^   Un.  ^-^.^cvueC  ^  ^Ui^-tf^^XifcHv^ 

.Ot^  ,  tJ^t^UU  T^^U-*^.^  &mJ-%^<<ii^ 

^ /^^uvtx:-a#vi^ ^^^^ 


Mr.  B.  C.  Chappelear 
Belle  Grove  Farm 
DELAPLANE,  VA. 
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Mr.  B.  C.  Chappelear 
Belle  Grove  Farm 
DELAPLANE,  VA. 





^^-^♦'f  <5U  U^U^t^iMi^i^j}^/ 7^J^  JL^  ^  i-L-f  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^^T^^*-^ 


'^^^'i'^K^ ^L.uMU^  uHU^'-tiZ  73''i^vH^^^<^ 


Mr.  B.  C.  Chappelear 
Belle  Grove  Farm 
DELAPLANE,  VA. 


Feb.  20,  1925. 


Rev.  Louis  ^^arren, 
Morr^anflelcl,  Ky. 


tov.r  Mr .  W-ai'ren: 

^  article  on  the  ^ 

the  New  York  Times.  Ho  seems  to  Vive  "»  --fv, 
hut  f 3.7  stones  unturned  in  his  research  work. 
It  is  clear  that  he  has  refuted  the  Tarhell 
ant:  Lxtohcoo-:  theories  respecting  the  Hanks 
rcAiati/.  otill  he  leaves  us  in  the  dark  so 
far  as  ovir  ImoTrlecIge  of  the  maternal  grand 
father  goes.  I  am  inclined  to  think  he  is 
rxght  m  the  Tjelief  hluit  the  paternal  -raiid 
iiother  :7..3  Bethsheha  iierring;althoii"-h  i 
not  see  that  he  presents  any  authorative  ' 
©viaenoe  to  shou  :-.hat  aTio  -ras  r»oall^  a 
laa -Titer  of  Leonard  Herring. 
I  guess  Dr.  Earton  .rill  publish  in  his  book 
a&out  all  that  can  be  learned  from  the  Tmoi-^i 
recardn.  If  ±  should  run  across  any thin-  of 
importance  I  will  send  it  to  you. 
With  best  wishes  I  am 

Very  sincerel3^  yours  j 


r,y,i  *  ■^^i 

rec  ently  received  froa  you  is  appreoiat>-'d  far  more'  than  nay 
pron!|^tn^«'-  to  r^5p*ly  "•■•ro-ul-I  in;3J.o'?.te, 

isy  hl-Tuorlo'il  fork,  H:ivr;  jix-t  flnioh^d  reading  proof  for  "i  new 

LIti''" r-  bco)'  ^rtt     n  b"*?  -'»,  fri t*fj<%  RfiOontlT         ■v^rvi'-'i  an 

o/iirer:'-',  be  for'-)  the  :3out/ r-'-^'-^ tern  jndlan^.  '^irtorioal  3oGi--^ty 

on  '^yr^t-:ry  c-^  T^in'^iol't'^  * "  ?Ml -noholf"'^    -'.jid  n'^tet  Tu'.vfj -la^r 

go  to  In'iianapcli;3  for  an  addrar-c  before  the  Indiana  Historical 

Oor.r^:l3cion  on  *'?ln-«j'^'»d  ^ciiro      for  Hodrrn  Til--- tor  inns**.  Have 

aIc?o  ooirrpleted  on --3  volumn  of  my  orm,  two  vo^aiwn  nork  rio  you  can 

"un d V r ' ■  "t ^Ti d  '*vnY  T.  ''^ "A/^t-  i">«"»ij  T^rCBrrt  in  r»«r>T •►i'jj>^  -t^o  ♦sc'.ir  letters* 

To         dovm  to  th';  probleis  of  T-incolnfs  grnni'^-^ rents 
fhesrsi"  no  one  t;o  day  rhc  in  ab?Lf^  to  trr.ae  tliG  paront^^  of  Nanoy 
Kankn  .■■ml  no  on'3  who  can  pr en t  docur.entary  r.vldonoe  that 
B'-r'^liaba  the  n?ifc  of  t\o.  '^enior  sbraham  Lin-'ioln  '^a'-  a  TTerr in. 
T>ri  ff^ct  in  t«re  ar-^  iw^r^n-.t  nf  a-n.y  of  tlv?  Virgini«,  grrndparenta 
•?ith  t      (♦xo'*-ption  of  Abraham.  Lincoln. 

Wovf  I  >3el3i\''a  bnyond  any  datibt  t>r:it  you  'havr  foimd 
the  jon-  n-,  'T'-^nk"  '^/e  ar?  j-cc^n-i^r^  '^or  in  tf'\at  '^mn  ■!n,rrrpr3>\ier  Coixnty 
on  Patter'^-'On  Crc^'dt.      tie  nee:1  to  find  the  ^jviende.  Ship  I  a  ye, 
B-^r.c7"^,  Mltohei:;";  ^nd  Yhoinpnon^"?  there  ^md  we  a  oca  to  have  them. 

T  wmili  5?ug?jorit  ncr,e  lin-^o  that  might  he?  protiuotive. 

SniPh^TS  «  I"  ther-:  ar-  -r,!';  •     o",e  -idpley  fanilic-^  are  still  living 
In  Hardy  Oounty  I  ahould  try  and  get  in  toxioh  ■^tiVn  them. 

H&jr^B  V-  I  t\ ink  thr>  Jo--"^ph  Kanke  fasnlly  In  Hampehi -^r  i".  l.he  one  we 
want,  Ar  •  t''j.-\re  any'  ''l-ink'sen  ?^tlll  livlrr^  in  the  coimty, 

CfC-rP'' Ooiilfi  you  pri  v*^  fi"  ?*itho\it  v-ry  wih  trouble  th«  dates 
o  f  •    •  e/'i'tablishment  of  the  foilo^inr  count i-v;  and  frori  -?hat 
cc.-.i/..i:r"  they  vrere  for?^'-;d.      Grant  jMim-ral, Hardy,  narap's-iierf 
Sh-man'loan,  Frederick,  Mori-janj-.  Barklc^y 

There  han  raoently  been  published  by  Wnldo  Linof^ln  of 
^orc'i'^^.er  ifaB-t  a  v^ry  expand iv*?  genealogy  of  the  Lincoln  F'aaily 
it  oo:^t^  '^13.00  but  it  in  the  inor-st  authentic  volumn  extnnt. 
It  lia-  nothing  in  it  'io-^^ver  that  v/H'?  iml-p.  u-  in  cur  problem. 

'hall  ad  vine  you  if  I  come  acr03:i  anyt'dng  new. 


-^incetely 


John  W.  V/ayland,  of  Harris onlDiirg,  Va. ,  wrote  Myra  Hank 
Rudolph,  of  V/arren,  0.,  July  3,  1926,  that  he  had  recently 
examined  the  records  at  Homey,  Hampshire  Go.,  Va,,  where  he 
was  told  that  practically  all  the  wills  and  marriage  records 
were  destroyed  during  the  civil  war.     The  deeds  were  found  in 
tact.    He  found  a  mortgage  running  from  Joseph  Hanks  in  1784, 
to  Peter  Putman  covering  a  piece  of  land  on  Mikes  Run,  a  drain 
of  Patterson's  Greek,  presumahly  in  Mineral  Go.,  Va.,  or  pos- 
sibly Grant  Go.    He  could  find  no  further  record  pertaining 
to  the  transaction.    He  says  the  census  records  of  1782  shows 
Joseph  Hanks  head  of  a  family  in  Hampshire  Go.  Va,  Hampshire 
was  formed  from  Ifrederick  in  1753.    The  following  is  a  copy 
of  the  copy,  the  copy  being  furnished  to  me  by  Myra  Hank  Ru- 
dolph with  letterof  Aug.  13,  1926,  and  recopied  by  me  Aug. 
23,  1926.        (A.  E.  Jwing,  Grand  Rapids,  i.iichigan.) 


From  Hampshire  Gounty,        Va.,  Deed  Book  Ho.  6,  pages  168, 
169.    Hanks  to  Putman  Mortgage,  March  9,  1784. 

This  Indenture  made  the  ninth  day  of  March  in  the  year 
of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  Seven  hundred  &  Eighty  four  Between 
Joseph  Hanks  of  the  Gounty  of  Hampshire  in  Virginia  of  the 
one  part  and  Peter  Putnan  of  the' same  place  of  the  Other  part 
Witnesseth.    That  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  Twen- 
ty one  pounds  Hine  Shillings  Current  money  of  Virginia,  to  the 
said  Joseph  Hanks  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Peter  Putman  at  or 
before  the  sealing  and  delivering  of  these  presents,  the  re- 
ceipt whereof  is  hereby  Acknowledged,  He  the  said  Joseph 
Hanks  Hath  Granted,  Bargained,  Sold,  Aliened  and  Gonfirmed  and 
by  these  presents  I)oth  Grant,  Bargain  &  Sell,  Alien  &  Gonfirm 
unto  the  said  Peter  Putman  a  Certain  Piece  or  Parcel  of  Land 
lying  and  being  on  Mikes  Run,  a  Drain  of  Pattersons  Greek  in 
the  said  County,  being  part  of  a  Survey  made  for  Peter  Hart- 
man,  from  and  under  whom  the  said  Joseph  Hanks  hath  Right, 
Containing  by  Estimation  One  hundred  and  eight  Acres,  for  the 
Conveyance  whereof  the  said  Joseph  Hanks  hath  George  Terrys 
Bond;  with  the  Appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  TO  HAVE  AND 
TO  HOLD  the  said  Piece  or  Parcel  of  Land  with  the  Appurten- 
ances thereunto  belonging,   to  him  the  said  Peter  Putman  his 
heirs  &  assigns  forever.     To  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof 
of  him  the  said  Peter  Putman  his  heirs  and  Assigns  forever. 
PROVIDED  Always  and  the  true  intent  and  meaning  hereof  is, 
that  in  Case  the  said  Joseph  Hanks  his  heirs  Executors  or  Ad- 
ministrators shall  well  and  truly  pay,  or  Cause  to  be  paid  to 
the  said  Peter  Putman,  his  heirs  or  Assigns  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  Twenty  One  pounds  nine  Shillings  with  legal  Interest  for 
the  same  from  the  date  hereof,  on  or  before  the  twenty  fifth 
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of  September  Next  ensuing  and  that  without  fraud  or  further 
delay.    Then  these  presents  and  everything  herein  contained 
Shall  Cease  determine  and  become  Utterly  Void,  anything  here- 
in Qontained  to  the  Contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  Notwithstand- 
ing.   And  it  is  hereby  Covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  par- 
ties that  after  Default  Shall  be  made  in  the  performance  of 
the  proviso  above  mentioned,  it  Shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  Peter  Putman  giving  Publiok  Notice  thereof,  to  make 
Sale  of  the  said  Piece  or  Parcel  of  Land  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, and  out  of  the  produce  of  such  Sale  to  detain  the  afore- 
said Sum  of  Twenty  one  pounds  Nine  Shillings  &  Interest,  and 
is  to  pay  the  residue  to  the  said  Joseph  Hanks,  his  heirs  or 
Assigns,  and  the  said  Joseph  Hanks  doth  hereby  fully  empower 
the  said  Peter  Hartman  and  all  others  claiming  by  from  or  un- 
der to  make  such  lawful  Conveyance  of  the  Land  and  Appurten- 
ances aforesaid  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  as  shal  be 
necessary  for  assuring  &  Confirming  the  same  to  him  or  them, 
his  or  their  heirs  or  Assigns  forever.     IN  WITNESS  whereof 
the  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  Set  their  hands 
&  Seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  mentioned.  his 

Joseph  Z  Hanks  fSS) 
mark 

Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the 
presence  of 

Samuel  Dew  Peter  Putman  fSS) 

Philip  Baker 
Henry  Neiff 

At  a  court  for  Hampshire  County  the  9th  day  of 
November  1784  This  Deed  of  Mortgage  between  Joseph  Hanks  of 
the  one  part  and  Peter  Putman  of  the  other  part  was  proved  in 
Solemn  ?orm  by  Samuel  Dew,  Henry  Neiff  and  Philip  Baker  V/it- 
nesses  thereto  &  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Test 

And.  V7odrow  CI. Our. 


The  copy  from  which  this  was  made  was  copied  June  30,  1926, 
at  TSomey,  and  typewritten  at  Harrisonburg  July  3,  1925,  by 
John  W,  V/ayland. 


A.  3.  Jwing 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 


